NORTHERN INDIA                           77

stone gate, where he was met by the younger brother of the
king's mother ; and after paying his devotions at the sacred
monuments, he went to lodge for the night in the monastery of
Hu-se-kia-lo, or Hushkara.* This place is mentioned by Abu
Rih&i,2 who makes Ushkara the same as Baramula, which
occupied both sides of the river. In the 'Raja Tarangini'3 also
Hushkapura is said to be near Varaha, or Varhamda, which
is the Sanskrit form of Baravnula. Hushkara or Uskar still
exists as a village on the left or eastern bank of the Behat,
two miles to the south-east of Baranrala. The Kashmiri
Brahmans say that this is the Hushkapura of the 'Raja
Tarangini/ which was founded by the Tumshka king Hushka,
about the beginning of the Christian era.

According to the chronology of the 'Raja Tarangini/ the
king of Kashmir in A. D. 631 was PratJp^ditya; but the
mention of his maternal uncle4 shows that there must be some
error in the native history, as that king's father came to the
throne in right of his wife, who had no brother. Pratapa-
ditya's accession must, therefore, have taken place after Hwen
Thsang's departure from Kashmir in A.D. 633, which makes
an error of three years in the received chronology. But a much
greater difference is shown in the reigns of his sons Chandra-
pida and MMapida, who applied to the Chinese emperor for
aid against the Arabs/ The date of the first application is
A, D. 713, while, according to the native chronolgy, Chandra*
pida reigned from A.D. 680 to 688, which shows an error of not
less than twentyfive years. But as the Chinese annals also
record that about A.D. 720 the emperor granted, the title of
king to Chandrapida, he must have been living as late as the
previous year A.D. 719, which makes the erorr in Kashmirian

1.    'Hiouen Thsang,' i. 20.
2.    Reinaud, "Fragments Arabes/p, 116.
3.    B,   vii.   1310 and 1312.
4.    'Hiouen Thsaag/ ii.  90.
5.    Remusat,   Nouveaux Melaneges Asiatiques/ i. 197.